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Robert Rauschenberg first ventured into photography at the end of the 1940s at the famous Black Mountain 
College. From his portraits of his artist friends Cy Twombly, Jasper Johns, Merce Cunningham and John Cage, 
to his prints of his travels in Italy and Morocco, Rauschenberg’s photography is considered to be the principle 
source for his work. He sees the camera as a way of slipping into the shadows and observing the changing 
light, an essential element of his aesthetic research into how humans perceive, select and combine visual 
information. Particularly well-known for his Combine Paintings, which he started working on in 1954, 
Rauschenberg combines non-traditional materials and blends a number of disciplines, including painting, 
sculpture and photography.  
Our exhibition presents twelve silver prints taken between 1949 and 1961 and first published in 1980 in 
Rauschenberg Photographs, by Sonnabend. In addition, there are a selection of prints from the 80s and 90s.  
 
Painter, assembler, engraver and photographer, Robert Rauschenberg (1925-2008) is an American artist who 
had a profound impact on the second half of the 20th century. In 1981, the Centre Pompidou presented an 
exhibition dedicated to his photography. He is considered one of the most innovative artists of his time. 

 

 

 

Requests for visuals, press: presse@galerie-lelong.com 
Philippe Fouchard-Filippi +33 1 53 28 53 28, phff@fouchardfilippi.com 
 

 
 
 

 

Next exhibitions: September 2021 

Rue de Téhéran: Barthélémy Toguo: Partages 

Salon and bookshop: Pierre Alechinsky: A Print Retrospective 

Avenue Matignon: Ernest Pignon-Ernest: Haïti  

Quiet House (Black Mountain College), 1949-1979, 
photograph, 34 x 34 cm, edition of 50.   
© Robert Rauschenberg Foundation, New York. 
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